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THE LAW REFORM (RULES OF COURT) 
ORDINANCE, 1961 

No. 27 of 1961 

Date of assent: 23ra December, 1961 

Date of commencement: 26th December, 1961 

AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE PROVISION FOR TRANS­
FERRING TO THE CHTEF JUSTICE CERTAIN 
POWERS OF MAKING RULE S OF COURT, AND 
FOR PURPOSES INCIDENTAL THERETO 

E NACTED by the Legislature of the Colony and 
Protectorate of Kenya, as follows:-

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Law Reform Short litle . 

(Rules of Court) Ordinance, 1961. 

2. The several Ordinances specified in the first column 
of the Schedule to this Ordinance are amended, in relation to 
the provisions thereof specified in the second column, in the 
manner respectively specified in the third column, of such 
Schedule. 

Amen dment of 
cerlain 
O rdinances. 

SCHEDULE 

Justices of the Peace s . 11 
Ordinance. 
(G'\p. 4). 

Judgments Extension s.8 
Ordinance. 
(Cap. 14). 

Oaths and Statutory s. 18 (1) 
Declarations Ordinance . 
(Cap. 20) . 

Arbitration Ordinance. 
(Cap. 22). 

~. 18 (2) 

s. 20 

Delete "Supreme Court", and sub­
stitute "Chief Justice". 

Delete and substitute-

8. The Chief Justice may make 
rules of court prescribing the fees 
to be paid for any process or pro­
ceeding under this Part. 

Delete "as the Supreme Court may 
from time to time prescribe", and sub­
stitute "as the Chief Justice may by 
rules of court prescribe" ; 

delete "prescribed by the Supreme 
Court", and substitute "so prescribed". 

Delete. 

Delete "Supreme Court may make 
ruJes", and substitute "Chief Justice 
may make rules of court". 



No. 27 

Criminal Procedure Code. 
(Cap. 27). 
(Rev. Ed 1961). 

British and Colonial 
Pro bates Ordinancc. 
(Cap. 35). 

Trusts of Land Ordinance 
(Cap . 151). 

Crnwn Lands Ordi nance. 
(Cap. ISS). 

Land Title!, Ordinance. 
(Cap. 159). 

Mininv Ordinance. 
(Cap. 168). 

Mental Treatment 
Ordinance, 1949. 
(No. 3 of 1949). 
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ScHf'Dut.e--{Con,d.) 

s.178 (5) 

s.201 

s. 265 (2) 

s. 357 (3) 

5.389 (2) 

•. 7 

5. 57 

~ . 150 

,76 

~ . 68 

,72 

Delete "Supreme COUff', and sub­
sti tute "Chief Justice" . 

Delete, and substi lUte-
201. The Chief Justice may 

make rules of court prescribing the 
manner in which evidence shall be 
taken down in case" commg before 
Lhe Supreme Court, and the judges 
shaU take down the e\,lIJencc or the 
substance thereof in aeeord,lIlce 
with such rules . 

Delete "Supreme Court", and sub­
smute "Chief Justice'·. 

Oelete "Supreme Court may from 
t1me to ume make rules", and suh-
5"tllute "Chid Ju~tice may ma ke rllle~ 

of court". 
Delete "Supreme Court may Crom 

time to time make rules·', amJ ~ub­

stitute "Chief JU~lice may ma ke rules 
of court" . 

Delete "The Supreme Court may, with 
Ihe approval of the G ov("rnor, make 
rules", lind substitute ''The Ch1d 
Justkc mil)' rTUlke rules of court'·. 

Ddete the first two li nes and para · 
graph (a), and substit ute-

The Minister may make ru le~ 

(a) prescnbing the fees to be paid 
to the Pu blic Truslet: for any 
acts perfonned by him under 
or by virtue of this Ordinan­
ance; 

Inscrt "prC5cribing" Ilt the beginning 
of paragf"ll.ph (b) . 

Delete ' ;Supreme Court sha ll ", and 
substitute "Chief Justice ~hall ". 

Delele "Supreme Court", where It 
appears for the second time, and sub · 
stitute "Chle{ Justice·'. 

Delete "The Supreme Court 5halJ, 
by rule. pre!.Cr ibe", and substi tu te 
''The Chief Justice may make rulc.s of 
court prescribing". 

Delete "court may make rule!", and 
sub~titule "Chid Justice may make 
rulcs of court" . 



189 
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ScUeDULI!.- -{Conrd.) 

( :ompulsory Milititry 
rraming Ordmance, 
1951. 
(:-.10 . 57 uf 195 1). 

Trad~ Unions Ordl"a nce, 
1952. 
(No" 23 of 1952). 

OUlldm" Soclelic~ 
Ordinance, 1956 
(:-.to. 29 of 1956). 

5.30 (4) 

s.18(2) 

s. 77 (2) 

Immigr.J.l ion Ordinance, , 17 
1956 
(No. 15 of 1956). 

inlcrprelalion and General ~ 5 (4) 
I'ro ... ision~ Ordinance, 
1956. 
('lo. JR of 11j56). 

P~, ~unal 'I'll'!: Ordinance. S. W(l) 
1957. 
(No 28 of 1957), 

Rules of Court Orllicance. 
1%0. 
("0.44 of 1%0). 

5.20 

s. 2 

Delete "Supreme Court may make 
rule~" , and substitute "alief Justice 
may make rules of court", 

Delete "Supreme: C(Jurt may make 
rules", and 5ulJ~tilulc "Chief JUlI' lce 
may make rules of court", 

Delete "Supreme Court", and sub­
stitute "alief Justice", 

Delete "Supreme Coun 013)' I1ll1ke 
rulcs", and rubstlHlle "Chief lu$tl~e 
may make ruLes of court"; insert 
"Supreme" before "Court", 

Delete "Supreme Court may make 
Iulee. and substitute "Chid Ju~ti~"\: 
may mate rules of court", 

Delete, ". nnd may makc pr\l\ lSlon 
In such rules wilh rcgard In (ees pay 
able to lhe courls'", 

Insert a new subsect10n after sub 
secllon (2)-

(3) nle Chid Just1CC may make 
rules of court prc.l\CrJhing the court 
fees which mall be payable in res, 
pect of appeals and other proceed, 
ings under lhi~ Ordinance", 
Delete "Supreme Court lIlay make 

rules", and substi tute "alief JU \tlce 
may make rules of courl" , 




